DECLARATION OF BARCELONA

When in 1982 the ASCAME was created in Barcelona to promote the economic cooperation between the countries of this zone, it was already a pioneering initiative.

All of us saw hopefully a future full of big perspectives that was necessary to stimulate with dynamism. Years later the events have given us the reason and have confirmed the strategic vision of that decision.

In 1995, the European Union and the countries of the South of the Mediterranean committed to implement a Euro-Mediterranean association, in the Process of Barcelona, based on the exchange and the dialogue to guarantee the peace, the prosperity,  the stability and the development of the exchanges between both banks of the Mare Nostrum.

In 2005, the Euromed summit of Barcelona of the heads of state and government for the tenth anniversary of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership, adopted the General Declaration proposed by the Chamber of Commerce of Barcelona and supported by a wide representation of associations of the business world. This declaration aimed at improving the competitiveness of the region as well as a bigger regional integration, by underlining the importance of the implementation of the free trade area planned on the horizon 2010.

Recently, the European Union and the Mediterranean countries signed the creation of the Union for the Mediterranean as a continuation of the Barcelona Process, to revitalize this space of dialogue and Euro-Mediterranean cooperation.

And it is especially with the objective of strengthening the Mediterranean as a strategic region, in a context of a bigger globalization, that chambers of commerce assume a fundamental role, as institutions in charge to promote the economic and business activity, to facilitate the cooperation and the integration between both banks of the Mediterranean Sea and to reinforce the position of the private sector in this new process.
They are, consequently, real peace agents, because we all know that the economic activity was always a real instrument of peace.

However, all the ambitions and aspirations towards a higher political and economic stability of the Mediterranean region have to take into account, without the slightest doubt, the development of the Southern countries. And, to reach this objective, the chambers of commerce, as representatives of the business and trade sector, already participate very actively in this process.

Chambers of commerce deeply need a collaboration and a strong support of the civil society, of the political power and of the official and public Euro-Mediterranean and international institutions, especially during this period of financial crisis which threatens the whole humanity... We are all, in front of grave economic difficulties which require audacious and brave solutions, and this as soon as possible. It is indeed the moment of decisions. The financial crisis and its impact in our economies will be tough, but we should face it all together elaborating solutions for all the key sectors for the Mediterranean development.

Training

The world is passed from an industrial economy to an economy of knowledge and skill. The Mediterranean in the centre of the stakes and of the world fractures knows besides an important demographic growth which requires even more important efforts for education and investment. To facilitate and accelerate the development and the exchanges between the companies of the Mediterranean, we ask for an exceptional support to training and to the human mobility. 

Environment

We are facing major environmental stakes: different experts underline the alarming degradation of the ecosystems and the natural resources in the Mediterranean. The pressure exercised by the human activities strongly increased on the water, the grounds and the coast: Growing urbanization, pollution connected to the problem of the waste management, the pollution of the Mediterranean Sea connected to the importance of the traffic (30 % of the world streams), finally the question of the "sustainable" management of the energy resources of the Mediterranean Basin. We need an intelligent management of the ecosystems and the natural resources in the Mediterranean.

SMEs

Companies in general, and SMEs in particular, which are the pillars of the economic growth, and represent more than the 80 % of the business texture and of the employment in the Mediterranean region, implicitly need facilities to obtain credit lines for their business, as well as specific programs of support.

Tourism

Tourism, the strategic sector of the Mediterranean countries, representing between 8 % and 25 % of the GDP according to countries, requires urgent support measures  from the governments and the international institutions. Besides this sector needs absolutely to find strategic alliances within the Mediterranean region for the protection of the interests of each country.   

Transport

The sector of transport and logistics, having the biggest growth rate at the world level, especially in the Mediterranean where it represents the 10 % of the GDP, also needs fast measures from the public administrations and the international bodies, to defend its privileged position in the region. The Mediterranean, a sea of three continents, became a world corridor for goods and merchandises; its preservation is of an extreme importance, particularly  today. 
Exports 

At the same time, it is imperative to conceive new plans of support in this domain, especially in the southern shore of the Mediterranean,  the growth of these countries depending mainly on their capacity of exports. By taking in consideration the very important volume which represents the Mediterranean market, near to 500 million inhabitants, we strongly encourage the companies of the North and the South to look for ways of collaboration and to profit of the complementary synergies created for the Mediterranean economies. 
Investments

We also have to promote the measures and the special programmes facilitating the attraction of investments, nationals and internationals, as well as the creation of industrial strategic alliances between companies of two shores of the Mediterranean Sea.

It is only through our will to work all together that we shall be capable of managing the programmes and the actions of economic and social development necessaries for the region. With the active participation of all the implied actors, we can reach this objective of political and economic stability, and put the definitive bases for a space of peace and prosperity.

For all this, the act of commemoration of the 25th ASCAME anniversary in Barcelona has a very special meaning.

It is a bet for the future, for the common future, to transform the Mediterranean into a shared space of well-being, tolerance and mutual understanding.

And, Barcelona, which today welcomes us, is without the slightest doubt the ideal place to celebrate together this anniversary and reaffirm our strong will for the outcome of this so ambitious project.
We want to deepen our commitment and our participation for this big project of the Mediterranean, with a more active presence of the public opinion and the unconditional support of the authorities of the public and private sector of our region.

We firmly affirm  that we shall work with strength with all the networks of chambers of commerce to develop new projects of cooperation, concrete and feasible, which will bring together both costs  of the Mediterranean, to reach the objectives of a political and economic stability, which will be allow to a space of peace and prosperity.
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